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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
NATIONAL FOREIGN ASSESSMENT CENTER

25 July 1980

MEMORANDUM

Cuba-Nicaragua: Support for Central American Insurgencies -

Summaryv

Hovana <o 8%ill pushing for writy cmomg ths revolutionzy groos in
Central Amcrican ecuniries. A: Cuban wrsirg, El Salvelor's tires levpest
armed lefiis® grcups crnownced in mid-sure trat they #ed Joined vith s seecl
Comrunist Farsy wnier ¢ single comand sivwcture to be krown ac the Urified
Revoluticrory Directcrate. As with the imiler move lest eotsh 3y Cazewic’s
irsurgent croups, the ennourcenent of unily it &pt to represcr: xmore kope 1.
reality, at lecst over the sror: term.

The Cubons were also reporiesly irvolved in the oS :rcf_‘."ie'g'.r.;,thfxl--
eame to light wth the erask of £ Forsmarizne: cgistercd cirplere ir I R i
on 15 June

=5 oty adrise
ThTs meorarien weY reguested by the .katiar.gl Secariy AT
President. J: mesponds to specijic questions @S 18 mot ““: p oo
aralysis of the cverall relctionsrip betveen Cubc- Yoo ars o

ea. Jt wcs grepcred b ﬁz”‘--“' o AT
Arzlysis .u'..."gi the r.’-.’ri:tian of the lcziorzl ints twr-’_;.m (e &
Anr ez, and soordincted with the Diresicraie of Operes T
Siruiesic Aesearck. JInform=iion in tris mEXTINSE FE, 2 had

creiichle threush 35 July 1850. :




<;ﬂh~;ﬂl ahaseh oA R 2

Y

El Salvador

The Cuban-sponsored push for unity among Central Anerica's
revolutionary movenents was highlighted by an announgemont in
mid-June from El Salvador. The country's three largest armed

‘leftist groups--the Farabundo 1rarti Peoples Liberation Fcrces

(FPL), the Revolutionary Peoples Army (ERP), and the Armed Forces
of National Resistance (FARN)--plus the Comnunist Party of El
Salvador claimed that they had agreed to work together under a
single command structure to be callied the Unifieé Revolutionary
Directorate (DRU). Although the new umbrella organization was
apparently intended to Supgg e the Re 4 . jpa+d

The announcement of the creation of DRU acknowledoed Cubz as
“the vanguard of the Latin American people in their struogle for
social justice, liberty, develornent, and true national indepen-
dence.™ 2s was the case with the Guatemalarn revolutionaries last
month, the Salvadgran leftis to ew
unificatd

Despite the high-sounding rhetoric of the announcement, the
groups involved have had their @ifferences in the past and are
not likely to have aghieved any real unity overnight. The DRU
may, in fact, rppresent Jese of a real unifying mechanism than an
attempt to avoid any blatantly divisive actions that would further
rarm the left The guerrillas have suffered a2 series of reverses
over recent wesks, including the occupation of the National
Uriversity by the government security forces and the capture of
several fairly high-level leftist jeaders; rightwing countervio-
lence also apparently is taking its toll on the left. ‘

-In an attempt to recover 3cme momentum, & student group that
may be affiliated with the Popular Revolutionary Bloc (BPR)

reportedly is planning 2 major propaganda effort to develop
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international condemnation of the government's “invasion® oI the
university. Operzting from organizational bases in Cuba anc
Czechoslovakia, the stucdent group hopes to elicit more active
support from democratic as well as Ccmmunist countries.

Plans for a "final offensive" are also said to be coing
ahead under the aegis of the newly formed revolutionary cirector-
ate, which thecretically is responsible for both political ard
military decisions. The timirg of the guerrillas’' next push
arparently depends largely on the receipt of sufficient arms.
Information on arms supplies and sources is fracmentary and
difficult to substantiate. The general impression, however, is
that arms supplies are shcrt and that deliveries--Izcn whatever
source--have been at least tempnrarily disrupted by recent events.
Nevertheless, the revolutionari. are loocking fcrw~ard to the
arrival of mcre in the not-too-distant future.
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The Airplane Crash i5,21 Salvador

The Cubans reportedly were involved in the arms trafficking
that came to light with the crash of a Panamanian-registered
airplane in El Salvador or 15 June T T
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Actual shipments reportedly began by _ﬂsing
many elements of the network already cstabliched to. éeliver the
cn their .

arms that the Salvadcr voluti jes buling ¢
Oown_ account.

e ——

Panama rushed throush 2 swift but superficial investigcation

of the incicdent, designed primarily.to er-ulpate the goverpment
for domestic anc internaztional consumption. A number ofm

reports, hcwever, indicate that a variety of officials a Y
in at least the nercenary ascz2cts of clandestine arms trafficking.
These include Panaranian National Guard G-2 chicf Manuel Noriega,

who apparently plaved an instrum~ntal role in r. - g Svagdotd:
the airglane that subseguently ecrashed in El Saivador.

\._;, . il

Costa Rica, fcr its pa.t, secems unlikely soon to cease beinc
an entrepot for illegzl munitions. The local press has kegt the
arms-trafficking guesticn alive, but this has had little more
effect than’ the recent recignation of two mid-level security
officers protesting their superiors' lack of support for a thorouth
investication of the issue. Given the widespread involvenent of
top officials f£cr personal gain, Fresident Carazo faces an acute
political éilemma. Since either a whitewash or full disclosure
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would be ecquz2lly darmaging, he is likely to continue fzvoring 2
slow and inconclusive course, hoping that new concerns eventually
will replace the arms issue. .
+her Cuban Contacts with Central Anmerican Leofsisss -
———————
! Costa Rica: !
Honduras: 4
——




Nicaracug:f
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Guatemala:
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Other Developments

The fragility of the “unity pact” announced last month by
the various Guatemalan revolutionary groups was underlined by the
scuabbli > o wo of ganizations




